EVELYN'S    FRIENDS
In a letter to Bentley on January soth, 1696-7,
Evelyn writes about the fourth reprint of Sylva, and
recalls the circumstances in which he occupied him-
self in first writing the book:
"I confess I am foolishly fond of these and other
rustications which had been my sweet diversions
during the days of destruction and devastation both
of woods and buildings whilst the rebellion lasted so
long in this nation."
He also writes to Bentley about his project of the
erection of a library in St. James's Park, and tells
him that Sir Cyril Wyche is ''altogether transported
with it and thinks the project so discreetly contrived
that it cannot miscarry.35 Apparently, however, it did
miscarry.
Evelyn's correspondence shows that he entered
into communication with his acquaintances often on
the subject of their books or his own books. How he
found time to write letters of such immense length
is to be wondered at.
Sir Edward Thurland, one of the Barons of the
Exchequer, was another friend. A letter to him
(25th April., 1652) shows Evelyn in an elaborately
facetious mood because he had received an official
summons for his court at Warley, signed by Thurland
in an almost illegible hand. Therefore, he says, he
took "the boldness to write a new warrant in the
most ill-favoured character 1 could that it might be
more like to your fair hand." But it is Thailand's
"Diatribe concerning prayer" which produces an